MARGO LEE SHERMAN WONDERFULLY PLAYS SEVERAL ROLES IN HER SOLO PERFORMANCE
RELUCTANT ANGEL

Margo Lee Sherman, one of the most well-known American performers in solo theatre, came to
Cracow for the Theatrical Reminiscences festival. She calls herself an actor and performance
artist. She began her career with the renowned Bread and Puppet Theater, and has also worked
and Joseph Chaikin. She became famous for her productions of Samuel Beckett’s one-act plays,
which she traveled all over America and Europe. She loves participating in independent theater
festivals, and to this one she has brought Reluctant Angel, the script of which she co-authored.

This solo piece was inspired by a photograph she saw in the New York Times of a frightened
little girl. She called her Sophie and presented her story, or rather a version of her story, the plot
of which goes as follows:

There is a war going on; we can hear the sound of shells and rifle-fire. Little Sophie lives together
with her mother in a ruin of a cellar. The child is sick of the war; she can’t go outside or play
with the other children. She is condemned to loneliness, and desperately tries to find a way out. So
she begins playing cards all by herself, but pretending that her playmates have come to visit her.
Sometimes she gets her mother involved in the game, but she doesn’t know how to play cards, and
Sophie is always sad. She goes out for water, and by chance discovers that transportation to a safe
place is being arranged for the children. She goes home to get her things and runs to the bus;
howeuver, her luck runs out and she is struck by a stray bullet from an automatic weapon. In the
next scene, we see Herman, Gertie and Bernie, old card-players (all, of course, played by
Sherman), playing hand after hand and arguing about all sorts of trivial things. In the
meantime, it turns out that the card games refer to the misfortunes happening to people in the
present, but the old folks are long dead and find out things only from the newspapers. They thus
come to the conclusion that the cellar where they are must be heaven—since, of course, it can’t be
hell. Who knows, maybe they themselves are angels. Gradually the hidden connection between
the destiny of the card-players and the fate of people on earth, along withthe tragedy of the young
Sophie, is revealed.

Sherman plays all the roles wonderfully. By changing her voice, manner, gestures and move-

ments, she transforms herself from a little girl into her mother, and then into the older people.

She is also convincing in the spontaneous children’s games and foolery, as well as the bickering of
the bored seniors. Her actor’s art deserves to be singled out. It turns out that one good actor is
worth a whole troupe. It is never empty on the stage, which is constantly filled with people created
by Sherman. Events unfold dynamically in places all over the stage carved out of the darkness by
the lighting. One actress splendidly played a modest war drama with several protagonists of
various ages and sexes that transpires in several places. But what an actor!

Sara Arnold (Ewa Likowska)
Wiadomosci Kulturalne (Warszawskie), Warsaw, April 4, 1997

... A legendary actress with the Bread and Puppet Theater, Margo Lee Sherman gave a wonder-
Sul performance of her solo piece about war and peace and dedicated to a little girl in Sarajevo. .. .

) o ' Piotr Gruszczyfiski
Wyspy Alternatywne,” (“Alternative Islands”) Tygodnik Powszechny, K rakow, April 6, 1997
Reluctant Angel, written by Kate Mennone and Margo Lee Sherman, directed

by Kate Mennone, premiered in New York at Theater for the New City in

May 1996, performed at the XXII International Krekow Festival, March 23, 1997,

Reviews ¢'ranslated by Warren Niesluchowski
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Margo Lee Sherman swictuic zagrala
kilka rél w monodramie

Bezduszny aniof

Sara Atnold _\F;i'sé—v;','. April 4, 1997

ramach Kmkowskich Remituscencji Tentraluych wystignla Jaduu 2 naf

bardzie) znanych twérezyn teatiu jednego akwora w USA, Murgo Lic

Shetmun. Méwi o sobic, zc jest aktorkg 1 urlystks pesfonmane. Karlerg
rzpoczgls w slawnym Bread and Puppet Theater. pracowaki te2, 2 Jerzym Gro-
tov/skim i z Joscphem Chaikinem. Wstawita sig grajac monodramy Samucla Bec-
ketta 1 cbwozsc Je po Ameryce i Europie. Aklorka chetnie bicrze udziat w fest-
walach teatréw niczalednych. Tym razem przygotowala Bezdusmego aniofa (Re-
luctant Angel) wedlug scenariusza, ki6rego jest wspdiautorkg.

Do napisania monodramu 2einspirowala jg fulografia przerazonej dziewezynki
boéniackicj, jekq zobaczyla w New York Timesie. Nazwala jiy Sophic 1 przedstawila
widzom je) histori¢, czy raczej wariant jej historii. kidrego scenariusz mégl by taki:

“Trwa wojna, slycha¢ wybuchy bomb i strzady 7 Karabindw. W odmpancj piw-
nicy ticszka mala Sophie wrez 7. matkg, Dzicwezynka ma dosy€ wojny, ni: mo-

#e wychodzié na dwor ani bawi sig z réwicénikami. Jest skazana na sanotmosé
i nudg, ktéeej vozpaczliwic prébuje zaradzic. Bawi sig wige sama ze soby i gra
w karty, udajac, zc przychodzg do niej kolezanki. Cizasem weigga do zabawy mi-
n¢, ale marna-nie umie sig bawic i Sophic jest ciggle sinutna. Kiedy wychodz: po
wode, przypadkowo dowia-
duje sig, 2e jest organizowa-
ny wyjezd dla dzieci w bez-
pieczne - migjsce.  Wraca
wigt PO Swoje 1267y i pe-
dzi do autobusu, jednak ma
pechy i przypadkowo dosta-
je kale z automatu. Na dru-
gin planie widzimy starych
graczy w kaity (oczywiskic
wszystkich odgrywa Manzo
Lee Sherman). Herman,
Gertic i Bermie nicustannic
rozgrywajg puttyjki, rozpra-
wigjge przy tym, zdawaloby
sie, O nieistotnych spra-
wach. Tymczasem okezuje
s1g, 7 karciane yry odnoszy
si¢ do nieszezg€ trapigeych
wspdczesnych ludzi, a sta-
ruszkowie juz dawno umar-
li i 0 wszystkim dowiadlujg

si¢ z gazet. Dochodzg wige ;

do \vniosku, z¢ piwnica, Margo Lee Sherman Bezduszny aniol
w ktérej si¢ znajduja, musi s
by¢ niebem ~ bo przecicz nie moze by¢ picklem. Kio wie, czy oni sami nic sq
aninlami. Powoli odslania sig ukryty zwigzek migdzy dolg gruczy a losem ludz
na ziemi i tmgedig malej Sophie.

Margo Lag Sherman gra wszystkie role znakomicic. Zameniajac ghos, mimikg,
gestykulacj¢, sposdb i stum si¢ z malej dziewezynki w jcj matke
czy w-sarcéw. Jest réwnie przekonujaca w spontunicznych zabawach i wyglu-
pach dziecka, co w zrzedzeniv znudzonych staruszk6w. Jej kunszt akiorski zashu-
guje na uznanie. Okuzuje sig, 22 jedna dobiu aktorku wysisrcza ca culy zespl. Na
scenic: nigdy nie jest pusto, przestrzefl wypetnia sig ludzmi wykreowinymi przez
Margo Loe Sherman. Akeja rozwija sic dynamicziic w r6znych micjscach wydo-
bywanych §wistlem z cietnnosci. Weartki dramat wojenny z udzialem wielu boha
leréw rGimego wieku i plci, rozgrywajacy si¢ w Kilka micjscach, rozegrata rnako
micie jedna aktorka. Ale jakal

Mergg: Lo Shertiun, i Kate, Mennone Brzdusonyi anioli 101, Kate
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