
MARGO LEE SHERMAN WONDERFULLY PLAYS SEVERAL ROLES IN HER SOLO PERFORMAN CE 
RELUCTAN T AN G EL 

Margo Lee Sherman, one of the most well-known American performers in solo theatre, came to 
Cracow for the Theatrical Reminiscences festival. She calls herse!f an actor and performance 
artist. She bega11 het· career with the renowned Bread and Puppet Theatet~ and has also worked 
and Joseph Chaikin. She became famous for her productions of Samuel Beckett's one-act pla,ys, 
which she traveled all over America and Europe. She loves participating in independent theater 
fej·tival,·, and to this one she has bmuJ(ht Reluctant Angel, the script of which she co~uthored. 

This solo piece was inspired by a photograph she saw in the New York Times of a frightened 
little girl. She called her Sophie and presented her story, or rather a version of her story, the plot 
of which goes as.follows: 

There is a war going on; we can hear the sound of shells and rffie-:fire. Little Sophie lives together 
with her mother in a ruin of a cellar. The child is sick of the war; she can't go outside or pla}1 

with the other children. She is condemned to loneliness, and desperately tries to.find a way out. So 
she begins playing cards all by herself, but pretending that her playmates have come to visit her. 
Sometimes she gets her mother involved in the game, but she doesn't know hou, to play cards, and 
Sophie is always sad. She goes out.for watet~ and by chance discovers that transportation to a safe 
place is being arranged for the children. She goes home to get her things and runs to the bus; 
however, her luck runs out and she is struck by a stray bullet from an automatic weapon. In the 
next scene, we see Herman, Gertie and Bernie, old card-players (all, of course, played by 
Sherman), playing hand after hand and arguing about all sorts of trivia,/ things. In the 
meantime, it turns out that the card games refer to the misfortunes happening to people in the 
present, but the old /olk,s are long dead and.find out things only from the newspapers. They thus 
come to the conclusion that the cellar where they are must be heaven-since, of course, it can't be 
hell. Who knows, maybe they themselves are angels. Gradually the hidden connection between 
the destiny of the card-players and the fate of people on earth, along withthe tragedy of the young 
Sophie, is revealed. 

Sherman plays all the roles wonderfully. By changing her voice, manner, gestures and move
ments, she transforms herself from a little girl into her mother, and then into the older people. 
She is also convincing in the spontaneous children's games and foolery, as well as the bickering of 
the bored seniors. Her actor's art deserves to be singled out. It turns out that one good actor is 
worth a whole troupe. It is.never empty on the stage, which is constantly filled with people created 
by Sherman. Events unfold dynamically in places all over the stage carved out of the darkness by 
the lighting. One actress splendidly played a modest war drama with several protagonists of 
various ages and sexes that transpires in several places. But what an actor! 

Sara Arnold (Ewa Likowska) 
Wia,domofci Kulturalne (Warszawskie), Warsaw, April 4, 1997 

••• A legendary actress with the Bread and Puppet Theater, Margo Lee Sherman gave a wonder

ful performance of her solo piece about war and peace and dedi~-ated to a little girl in Sara,ievo ••. • 

Piotr Gruszczynski 
"Wyspy Alternatywne," ("Alternative Islands") Tygodnik Powszechny, Krakow, April 6, 1997 
Reluctant Angel, written by Kate Mennone and Margo Lee Sherman, directed 
by Kate Mennone, premiered in New York at Theater for the New City in 
May 1996, performed at the XXII International Krakow Festival, March 23, 

Reviews t·ranalated by Warren Niesluchowski 
1997 0 ' 

i 



WIAJ>OM< JS<;/ 
KUJ,'J'l!UAI.NE [Jll 

Margo Lee Shennan swictuic zagrala 
kilka r61 w rnonodran1ic 

Bezduszny aniol 
S1tro Arnokl Warsaw, April 4, 1997 

W 
nunach Kmknwwd1 Rcmini,;1..,m1.:ji ·1c11tr .il11), h w,·~11~111,1 .J':d11U /. naj
baru,iej 7JllllYc!' tw~yn ~llu jcJ11t:fl' aktoni w I ISA, Ma~{I lA:c 
Shenrn111. Mlw11 o ~\m.:. n : JCJtt a~"ttll'l;.11 1 11,1ystk;1 r,c:, fu, 11M11K~'· K11rleri,: 

m1:pc.'IC?~ll w sl11w11y111 Ureod ond Purpet 111~11cr. pra(Qw11l;1 1c1. 1. kr1.y111 Om
towskim i z Joocphmt C"haildncm. Wslawitn si~ gr.ij~ monodl'llmy SnmucL, Ucc
ketta i obwo~ je po Amerycc i Europie. Aklorka ch~tnil' bicr,.c udziiJ w feMi
w.ilnch tc.itr6w nic,.alem)'Ch. Tynu:izem pnyio1owafo lleufitl'Dlfg() a11iufa (Re
lucranr Angel) wodlug scei,ariu5711, ll~go jest wsp6hmto1t1t. 

Do napisania monodramu ~irowllla .ill fut~rnfo1. pt7.t".rninncj dzicwczynki 
bosninckicj,jak11 r.ohaczyb w New York Trm('sie. Na1..wnla .i•l S<lphic i pncd,t1wila 
widn:>m jej histori~. C(l:>J lllClej wariant jej hi.'ilO!ii. k16regc, si:cnnriu.~1. m6gl bye taki: 

Trwe wojna, ilycba6 wybuchy bomb i i.truly 1. knrdbinow. W odmpllllCj piw .. 
nicy micszka mata Sophie Wl'IIZ 1. tnelkc\, DlicwC7,}'tlka mo dosyl wojny, nk, mo
te wychodijc na dw6r anl bawit.si1, z r6widnikami. Jest ~kv..ann na sru11ot110~ 
i nud~. klfu:j roipal.-zliwic ~jc zara&ic. Bnwi ~i~ wi~ ~,nlll ~ soh-1 i gr.i 
w korty, udaj~. zc pt·Lychodz4 do niej kole:t .. -ulki . Cza.~m wd~a do zabawy ma
t~. ale mama-nie umie siy bawil i Sophie jest ci111:lc innulna. Kiooy wychod;,j po 
WCl<I~. pnypadkowo dowia
dujc 5i~. tc ~ organiwwa
ny wyju.d dla d%ieci w bcz
picczne • micj$(:e. Wraca 
wif: po !IW~je f'z.«:ey i ~ 
cilj do auroousu, jednalc ma 
pc'lChll j tlrl.)'padkowo ~tn
jc kul~ z automntu. Na dnt• 
gun planie willzimy swych 
graczy w lu.ny (Ol.."Z}'Wi§cic 
WliZ)'6tkjch odgrywa M~o 
Lee Shennan). Hcnnan. 
Gertie i Bennie nicu~1annic 
rozgrywaj11 pa11yjki, rozpia
wi11jlf,: przy tym, zdawa.toby 
si~. o nieistotnycb &pm• 
wach. lymczn.•;cm oka,.uje 
si~. 1~ karcian~ py od110S1"4 
si~ du niesZI.~~ tropi~ycb 
wspciczesnych ludzj, a s111-
rui11.kowic-jut dawno umar-
li i o w~ystkin1 dowiadujl\ . . ..,, .. . ,,;.?i§ ·.:.1~'i1:,.:t~ 
si~ z g111.et. Dochudzq wiyc 
do \vnioiku. t.e piwnic-.i, MDrgo Lee Sherman Br:,dU$:Jl,V ,mitll 
w lrt6rej si9 znnjduji\. mu.-.i ""'· i,-. •• 1C ... , 

by~ niebcm ,.. bo prz.ecici nie f1l{)l'.e bye picklcm. Kto wie. c1-y oni ~arni nic s,1 
aniolamL ~owoli odslonia .s~ ukryty zwi,v.ek rn~lzy doli\ i:fUC.z.y o lo:,cm lud1'.i 
na zicmi i tra,edi~ nwej Sophie. 

M.-.:· .. $hcnnnn ~W:Y$tkiC mlc znakumicic. 7.,uucniaj'I(: git is, mimiki;. 
gestykulocj¢, 5))0S& · 1 PJ?,Cis.law ,ic :r. 1nakj <µ:le~!iY)\ki w jcj mntk~ 
czy w;:uarc6w. Jest 1(,wnie pr,.ekonlljir;-8 w 51)0nlllllic7Jtych tibnw111,;h i wyglu
pach dziccb. cx>'w ~niu 2.nudzonyd1 &Ulr\Uork6w.-1ci ku11s1.t Ml&:mlki z.aslu• 
sujc tl3 Ul.nanic. Olw.uje ai;; t.e jedna dobn, aktoriut wy111~1a u. t.,,ly r.op(il. Nn 
scenic nigdy nie jest puslo, przesnel\ wypeblia !Ii~ ludi.rni wykTeOw,u1ymi przc1. 
Mario Loe S!rlman. Akcjo rozwijn ,i1,: dynarnicznie w r6blych 111kjsca.:.h wydo
hywanych ~iatfem z ciemnof.ci. Wrii dr.unat wojcnny,. udz.inlcm wielu bollli· 
1crow roinego \vieku i plci. ro1.grywaj.,:y ~i~ w kilku micjscuch . m,.cgcala ,.nako 
micic jedna lll<loriui. Ale ~,kal . 

M~~!lii,/~;4;.,-.;;;:T -Kite Meni\ii e :· R-:A•-,r.n .: ;,;.,1:t tit' . t;.~ 
.E'"ec\~$'!:~~!F.~y {i~lton :·p~~~;;' ~':TTor i.J\Nc\v 
.:~.:..•.:;,,-ri~Joo:i· ~., ··199t,·~-=t.A •-!.k'll:kt .. ~?PWsr f~{ii~.?~9,f ....,,..\f_~ ,.•,~\f; : ': .c~z ~ -" iwi J · 
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